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1st Step


-DLAD PLANNER-








17,000 people are killed annually in a substance abuse crash (41% of all accidents) NHTSA








	…Listen to hearsay.  Too many people listen to people that have not succeeded in the process or that are not familiar with how the process works.  This can create a defeatist mindset that will ultimately work against you.





�	…Buy into the faulty belief that having a driver’s license is a “right.” There are a lot of rights in our country. Having a driver’s license is not one. After a license is revoked, it will be your responsibility to prove that you deserve to have the privilege restored and that you will not repeat the offense of jeopardizing public safety.





�	…Assume that because you completed court requirements that it makes you automati- cally eligible for license restoration.  The courts determine guilt and penalties for charges. The MI DLAD determines licensing actions (suspensions, revocations, restorations) for all but a few exceptions.  The courts and DLAD are two separate entities with distinct responsibilities.





�	…Assume that a 1 or 5 year license revocation is the maximum time required to be without a license. It’s actually the minimum time required before a request hearing can be heard. 





�	…Fall for the belief that no one gets his or her driving privileges back on the first try.  Untrue! 1st time Petitioners do have success with getting privileges reinstated.  Following the advice outlined in this Planner is a key 1st step.








Get the facts on when you are eligible to request a hearing.  If you don’t know, don’t guess! Call the MI DLAD division to get a specific date.  Remember, you can submit your request up to 4 weeks prior to your eligible date. (Not sooner.)





�	Start collecting documentation. All alcohol and drug related offenses are part of your record that will be used at your hearing to assess your request. If you don’t know the dates, you can order a copy of your driving record from the MI SOS office. (This may take a couple of weeks to receive.)





�	Compile support group, treatment & substance abuse education history. The hearing agents require that you provide “clear and convincing evidence” that any substance abuse problems are under control and will remain under control. (More than 1 OWI, OUIL, OWVI, OUID offense in 10 years is an indication of being a habitual offender under MI law.) Depending on your situation, you may want to consider taking an education class that speaks to MI legalities and the chemical disease. Call our office for a list of programs available.





�	Begin collecting support letters from people who will be testifying on your behalf. Remember, this is a fact-finding process, not a character reference exercise. Pay close attention to the 9 required items that must be addressed in the letters.  Make copies and give to your writers for reference.  





�	Make an appointment for a professional DLAD substance abuse evaluation. Choose your evaluator with care. It is their responsibility to conduct the evaluation and complete the required DLAD Substance Abuse Evaluation Form in an unbiased, experienced, professional manner. Feel free to call us at any time for answers to your questions and to set your appointment.











	








	





1st Step Referral Services


110 Pearl Street


Ypsilanti, MI 48197





734-485-6161





Law enforcement officers arrested 55,746 people in 2003 for alcohol-related driving offenses (less than 1% of all MI drivers) MI State Police





A driver with a BAC of .15 or greater has a 200 times greater risk for a fatal crash than the average non-drinking driver Traffic Injury Research Foundation





20,000 


hearings are scheduled annually with the MI DLAD





5 Don’ts





5 Do’s





FACTS








